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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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1)3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 1 1 September 2003 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 
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5) Q Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 3 Claim(s) 1^6 is/are rejected. 
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Application Papers 
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10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d), 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is 
clearly indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Tanaka 
et al. (US Patent No. 3,981,575), hereinafter referenced as Tanaka. 

Regarding claim 1, Tanaka discloses an electrophotographic copying machine, 
as exhibited in figure 2, which reads on claimed "image reading device." In addition, 
Tanaka discloses an image transmitter (1 ) with optical fibers at column 2, lines 36-42, 
and also column 4, line 68 through column 5, lines 1-6, and exhibited in figures 1 and 2, 
which reads on claimed "optical reader;" light or radiation pattern of the original to be 
copied at column 4, line 68 through column 5, line 1, which reads on claimed "original;" 
and the light or radiation pattern being transmitted through the image transmitter and 
projected onto a photoreceptor surface (5) disclosed at column 4, line 68 through 
column 5, lines 1-9, and exhibited in figures 1 and 2, reads on claimed "reading an 
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original in a main scanning direction." Also, Tanaka discloses a rotating photoreceptor 
surface (5) onto which the light or radiation pattern of the original to be copied is 
projected, forming an image of the original to be copied, at column 4, lines 65-68 
through column 5, lines 1-9, and exhibited in figure 2, which reads on claimed 
"transporter for transporting the original in a sub scanning direction." Wherein the light 
or radiation pattern of the original to be copied is formed from light rays from lamp (7), of 
illumination device (6) disclosed at column 6, lines 38-39, and exhibited in figures 2 and 
4, illuminating the original to be copied, as disclosed by Tanaka at column 8, lines 1-8, 
and exhibited in figures 2 and 4, the light guide duct (8) disclosed at column 6, line 47, 
and exhibited in figures 2 and 4, reads on claimed "guide member for guiding the 
original read by optical reader to an original eject slot;" where the light exit (9) disclosed 
by Tanaka at column 7, lines 14-15, and exhibited in figures 2 and 4, reads on claimed 
"original eject slot." Additionally, Tanaka discloses the tip (8'b) of top wall (8b) of guide 
duct (8) positioned to shield unnecessary rays of light at column 8, lines 25-36, and 
exhibited in figure 4, which reads on claimed "guide member... provided with a light- 
blocking portion with its upper surface positioned above an extended plane of a reading 
surface of the optical reader;" where the end of image transmitter (1) spaced a distance 
12 from photoreceptor surface (5), as disclosed by Tanaka at column 2, lines 49-50, and 
exhibited in figure 1 , reads on claimed "reading surface of the optical reader." 

Regarding claim 2, Tanaka discloses everything claimed as applied above (see 
claim 1); in addition, Tanaka discloses an upwardly curved portion (8d) of bottom wall 
(8c) of light guide duct (8), where one of the ends of bottom wall (8c) terminates 
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adjacent one of the ends of image transmitter (1 ) and also terminates at or in the vicinity 
of the level of the plane of top wall (8b) of light guide duct (8) at column 6, lines 55-63, 
and exhibited in figure 4, which reads on claimed "slant surface provided between the 
reading surface of the optical reader and the light-blocking portion." 

Regarding claim 3, Tanaka discloses everything claimed as applied above (see 
claim 2); in addition, Tanaka discloses top wall (8b) of light guide duct (8), which 
extends in parallel relation to and also in spaced relation to bottom wall (8c), containing 
upwardly curved portion (8d), and is also adjacent to tip (8'b) at column 7, lines 12-13, 
and at column 8, line 34, and exhibited in figure 4, which reads on claimed "upper guide 
surfaces, the upper guide surfaces respectively facing the light-blocking portion and the 
slant surface at a predetermined distance." 

Regarding claim 4, Tanaka discloses everything claimed as applied above (see 
claim 1); in addition, Tanaka discloses machine housing at column 9, lines 44-45, and 
exhibited in figure 2, which reads on claimed "cover surface provided around the 
transporter in such a manner as to face the transporter at a predetermined distance." 

Regarding claim 5, Tanaka discloses everything claimed as applied above (see 
claim 2); in addition, Tanaka discloses machine housing at column 9, lines 44-45, and 
exhibited in figure 2, which reads on claimed "cover surface provided around the . 
transporter in such a manner as to face the transporter at a predetermined distance." 

Regarding claim 6, Tanaka discloses everything claimed as applied above (see 
claim 3); in addition, Tanaka discloses machine housing at column 9, lines 44-45, and 
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exhibited in figure 2, which reads on claimed "cover surface provided around the 
transporter in such a manner as to face the transporter at a predetermined distance." 

Conclusion 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Manama Orange whose telephone number is (571 ) 270- 
3577. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday 9:30am-3:00pm 



ET. 



If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 



supervisor, Jefferey Harold can be reached on (571) 272-7519. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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